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HE Sermon which, in _ 
 phante-with your defire, 1 
Preached to a very Nume- 
_ rous Meeting of our Country-men, 

andthe Publiſhing of which you ſince 
Requeſted , I here 4 you with: 

And God grant that this plain Di/- 

courſe, Compoſed in a hurry of other 

Buſi te may in — Meaſure Con- 

tribute - 


F=: 5s RE So Gor, PP 


I4s Ex 


mow y 
great Tone of _—_ God Ho. 


nouring.the.R ving © 
peers TBS lo n0 m4 3) ani 
inforced.” "Then ſhall I have great 
cauſe tobe thank kful, as t6 Almigh- 
o God,” for His 7 Blog on this en- 

eavonr, ſo to your [ec Ives, for put- 
ting into my Hands this opportunity 
of doing good.” "Fam ny 


| Gentlemen, 


; Your Aﬀe&ionat Courynan 


and Humble Servant 


EDWARD FOWLBR: 


| SERMON 


PREACHED at the 


* Gloureſterſhire- Feaſt, 


| 1 Pet. 2.447. 
Love the Braderined. Fear God , Ho- 


 nouy the Keng. 


Hat the Religion of which our Lord 
[ -Jejus is the Founder , is moſt admi- 

rably fitted for the makingMankind 
as happy as they are capable of being in this 
world, as well as in the world to come, is a 
noleſs certainly true than common obſervation: | 
As alſo that it tends as much to the happineſs 
of Societies and Bodies Politick, as of ſmgle Per- 
ſons. And were I to give a Demonſtration 
of this, I ſhould neeq ro do more than pro- 
poſe to your confileration , this one ſhort 
Verſe, Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, 
Fear God, Honour the King, If Chriſtians ge- 


nerally praQiſed the fore duties — our 


Blefſed Lord, by hi FEE St. Peter , here 
enjoyneth ; if they gave all Menthe reſpect 
due to Human Natyre,to the Relations they ſtand: - 
in to each other, and the Rank' and Circumſtgnces 
God hath placed themin ; if they loved one another 
' as Brethren, the Children of .the ſame Father, 
indued with one common Nature; and Re» 
deemed by one Saviour ; if they Revered the 
Divine Majefty, and dreaded the wilful Tranſ- 
grefſion of any one of his Laws ; and. mnder - 
God Honoured their Kings, as his immediate 
Repreſentatives and Vicegerents: If (I ſay) 
Chriſtians were generally as walling to put 
theſe Duties in Praice, as they are to. acknows 
| ledg their Obligation to them, I need not tell 
you, that to live in Chriſtendom, would be, to 
live in a Heaven upon Earth ; and in all likely- 
hood in a ſhort time, the whole World would 
be taken into Chriſtendom. 6 
In the handling of this Text, I ſhall begin 
with the duties of Fearing God and Honowing 
the King ; and ſpend the reſt of my Diſcourſe up- 
on that of Loving the Brotherhood : each of 
which three Arguments doth well ſuit with 
the occaſion of this Meeting, but more eſpeci- | 
ally the Laſt. A 
In 


 FTathe Proſecution of theſe Words, Fear God, 

Honevir the King, I will endeavour to ſhew 
| thele three things. 

Firft, What it is to Fear God. 

. Secondly, What to Honowr the King. 
Thirdly, That there is a neceſſary Connexion 
between theſe two, Fearing God, and Honouring 
the Kmg,,  - | 
. Firſt, Wewill ſhew(and that very brief- 
ly) what is implyed in this Precept, Fear God. 
| 1, To Fear God is to be poſleſled with an 
holy Awe and Reverence of. bis Infinite Majeſty, 
of bis Glorions Attributes and Perfeftions . Parti- 
cularly of His irreſiſtible Boundleſs Power, of 
his Abſolute Dominion over «us , and the whole 
World, of His infinite Wiſdom and Knowledz,of 
His unſpotted Pxrity and Holineſs, of His un- 
corrupted Juſtice,and His inexbauſtible Good- 
neſs. The Fear of God doth preſuppoſe an hear- 
ty. belief -and acknowledgment, that all. 
theſe Perfections are in_the Divine Nature, 
and implyeth in the firſt Place, the being at- 
fected ' with Awe and Reverence towards 
God; upon the acrount of all theſe. He who 
anderſtandingly believes the Exiſtence of God, 
muſt neceliity believe- Him to be a Being 

B+ : Abſolutely 


Abſolutely Perſe; and Conſequently muſt 

|  believethatHe hathall theſe Perfeftions :; Of 
this Natural Light aflures men, no leſs than 
Divine Revelation. And therefore the Philo- 
ſophers,vrho were'hearryAﬀerters of the Dei- 
ty(which the Epicurzaxs were not,as Tally con- 
fidently,and with great reaſon athrms) have 
abundantly Preached this Dottrine,. as well 
as the Prophets. and Apoſtles, concerning God. 
And he, I ſay, that Fears God, doth /o believe 
this Do&rine, hath ſo- lively and vigorous a 
Senſe of the Truth thereof,as to have an ho- 
 Iy Awe and Dread of the Divine Majeſty 
upon hisSpirit,upon the account of the foreſaid 
PerfeCtions of His Nature : Each of which + 
| ſmgly and; much more altogether , do make 
Him an Objectof the- Greateſt Reverence , * 
Awe and. Fear;and each of them doth neceſſa- 

rily attract Fear from him who Confiders it. 
You may -Object, that the [aſt of theſe 
PerfeCtions,viz.theDivine Gooaneſs, doth not 
ſeemro be attractive of Fear,but of Loveand - 

Gratitude. | 
I Anſwer, That itis no leſs attractive of 
Fear, - than of Love and: Gratitude : Not of a 
Slaviſh bur of a Fillial Fear, which is. founded 


p on 


on Love andGraticade,and neceſſatily reſults 


from them. And therefore the Propher Ho- 
ea. ch.z.5.pradicts concerning the Children of 

Ijrael , that They ſhall fear the Lord, and his 
Goodneſs,in'the latter days. : x 

2. The Fear of God implyeth alſo the Ex- 
presſing of this inwerd Fear and Reverence in 
our Outward Converſations, in all the Ations of 
.our Lives. Andit is impoſſible, where there 
is an holy Awe of God in the Heart, bur ic 
muſt expreſs it ſelf in the Life. 

In ſhort, Thisis, in the general, the true 
Character of the man that Feareth God 5 He 
is one who eſcheweth Evil. It was part of Job's 
Character, that He feared God , and eſchewed 
Evil 5 which are two Phraſes to expreſs the 
ſame thing ;_ and fo are departing from evil and 
fowrig Gul Prov. 3. 7. Fear the Lord and de- 
part from evil. 

He thatFeareth God is one,that though he may 
happen to tranſereſs a Law of God before he 
isSaware,and may be ſarprized into a fin, yet dares 
not ſin deliberately,nor allow himſelf in the doing 
of any thing which God hath forbidden, nor in | 
the neglefting of any thingGod hath commanded: 
And therefore he endeavours ſincerely to ac- 

quaint hiniſelf with his whole Duty. He 


| Heis one e who « Ireads more to > oh the 
great God, thanto provoke the greateſt of Men: 
As knowing that theſe have done their wor, 
when they have killed the Body ;' whereas 
Almighty God is able to deStroy both Soul and Bor 
dy im Hell. Which is our Saviours Motive to 
the making of God the object of our great- 
eſt Fear. Mat 10.28. The Man that 'feareth 
God is ſo affe&ted-with thoſe words, as to be in- 
comparably molt afraid of the evil of Sin. 

And, no longer to inſiſt upon this Mans 
Character , He who. Fears God doth exerciſe 
himſelf (with the Bleſſed Apoſtle) to have al- 
ways a Conſcience void of Offence, both towards 
God and towards Men : And this is his rejoycing , 
the Teſtimony of his C onſcience, that m ſimplicity 
and Godly ſincerity, not by fleſhly Wiſdom , but by 
the grace of God, he hath. his Converſation in the 


World. 


 Secondly., T proceed to ſhew what it is- to 
Honour the King. This implieth theſe follow- 
ing Particulars. 
1. The Revering of Him asGod; Vicegerent, 
as His immediate Repreſentative. 
Kings are called the Miniſters of God - Hei 
the Minifter of God to thee for good. Rom.1 3.4. 
The 


The Eigher Powers, in the ſame Chapter, are 
ſaid to be ordained of God. v. 1. 2. - There 65 
no Power but of God, the Powers that be are Or- 
dained of God : whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
Power, reſifteth the Ordinance of God ; for which 
reaſon (as it follows) They that reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves Damnation. 


Kings are ſaid to Reign by God, or by Vir- 


rue of the Commiſſion they receive from Him- 
By me Kings Reign, and. Princes decree Juſtice 3 
by me Princes Rule, and Nobles, even all the Judg- 
es of the Earth. Prov. 8.15. That is, by God 
immediatelyKings Reign,and Inferiour MagiStrates 
by God mediately,. as receiving their Commil- 
fioris immediately from the King, who.is im- 
powred by God to give them. 

Again Kings are called the Anointed of God; 
even Crus, though a Heathen Prince, is fo cal- 
led. Thus ſaith the Lord to Cyrus his Anointed , 
Iſaiah 45. 1.. 

And Laſtly, God hath put his own Name 
upon them ; Thave ſaid.ye are Gods - Thou ſhalt 
not revile the Gods, nor Curſe (or-ſpeak evil of ) 
the Ruler of thy People. Exod. 2 2.2 8. 

Now this being ſo, in the Honouring of 
the King, is manifeſtly implied , the Honou- 
ring 


ring Him as Gods Pie Verona wi A Rereforaing —— 

| as the Perſon. whom he hath Commiſſionar-' ' 

ed to Rule under Him. Thi#is to: Honour the 

' King, which a Man may he! rh of doing , 4 
and yet have Reverence for his Perſon” ; For 
Honour or Reverence is- due to all Men. 'Ho- 
nour all Men,ſaith the Apoſtle before my Text ; 
But to Reverence the King, under the notion 
of Gods Miniſter, Gods Deputy and Vice gerent , 
this (I ſay) is to Honour the King. This is to 
Honour Him as a King;and therefore he who 
honours him not under this notion , though 
he may honour that Perſon who is the King, 
he doth not honour the King : or (which is 
the ſame thing) he gives him not that Honour 
that is due to the King. 

2. In Honouring . the King is implyed, Ex- 
presfing the Reverence we bear to him, as 
God's Vicegerent,by yielding Obedience' to 
his Laws,from a Principle of Conſcience. What- 
' ſoever Honour we expreſs to his. Perſon , that 
is not accompanied with the Obſervance of his 
Eaws is infignificant*; Nay 'tis a perfeA. Moc- 
kery of him. And our King may ſay what our 
and His Great Maſter lid Luk.6.46. Why call 
. ye me Lord, Lord,and do not the things which I ſay ; 
This is ſhameful ny: And 
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| dience from a Principle'of Conſcience too _ 
Heonouring the King- will fall: far ſhort « 
Duty, and bear from: ſpeaking us: truly Loy 
alc; -, 
. To obeythe Kings Laws, merely for 
FO of the Penaltics annexed to them, is not 
Loyalty : Tis-neither Gyiſtim,nortrue Loy- 
_ alty. This is not Chriftian Loyalty : For the 
Apoſtle hath told us,that We muit needs be ſub- 
jet, not only for Wrath,but alſo for Conſcience ſake. 
Rom.13.5. And St. Peter ſaith, 1 Ep. 2.13. 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man,or 
to every Ordinance of Man, which doth not 
contradia any Ordinance of God : And;God 
be thanked, no People in the World have bet- 
ter Laws and Ordinances, than thoſe of our 
King are. But now, How doth the Apoſtle 
lay, we muſt ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man ? 
it follows, for the Lords ſake ; whether it be to 
the King as ' Supreme ; or unto Governours as unto 
them = t are ſent bybim,&c. Now to ſubmit 
for the Lords fake, and to ſubmit for Conſci- 
ence ſake, are the ſelf ſamething; for the Lord 
alone can immediately bind the Conſcience, and 
the King binds the Conſcience by hisLaws, as 
C the 


. the Great God'hath obliged us, upon pain of 
damnation, to- wang. aa That is, al 
ſ«ch Laws (as-I now ſaid) as are not contrary 
to hisown : For as to: all-ſuch as are. contrary 
to them ,, we muſt reply as the ſame Apoſtle 
did, VVhether it be righteous :in the fight of God , 
to bearken unto men more than unto God , judg ye. 
Acts 4-19. But, God be. praiſed, .//e have 
not any occaſion to uſe theſe words to ur Go- 
Vernours. oP +: 

Fucthermore, we are ſo to obey the King, 
as not only not to diſobey God in Obeying him, 
bur likewiſe ſo as to Obey God in obeying him. 
And he obeyeth God in obeying the King, who 
obeyeth him,as God's immediate Repreſentative: 
And thus to do (as hath been ſhewed) is to o- 
bey him as a King.And therefore not fo to do, 
as it is inconliftent with Chriſtian,ſo alſo with 
true Loyaley. Bur to obey -him from mere 

Fear of Puniſhment, is,to give the King ſuch 0- 

bedience, as the poor Indians give to the Devil 

Worſhip ; It is to obey him only as oife who 
'hath -gotten us under his Power, and who 

will have kisWill upon us, whether we will or 
no. Thus we would obey the Great Turk, were 
we his Vaſlals, or any Wſurping Tyrant ; and 


conſequently, 


| (ax ) 

conſequently , to be ſubject to our Lawful 
King, from the mere Principle of Fear, is no 

Loyalty at all. And, + | 
| 2, Thelike isto be ſaidof -Obeying him 
merely for our' own' temporal Intereſt, -tor the 
making our ſelves Rich and Great under him, 
or for the bettering of our Fortunes. All 
Kings have ever had. too many ſuch Loyal 
'Subjes, who, whilſt Loyalty ſerves their 
turns, ſet up for Mighty Royaliſts,but when 
nothing more is to be gotten by it, but eſpe- 
cially when any conſiderable fr attends 
it, ſhake bands with their Loyalty, and will by 
no means be held to their Allegeance, by the 
mere Senſe of their Duty ; nor by the moſt 
Sacred Oaths,again and again repeated. Thar 
Bleſſed Martyr King Charles the Firſt, had wo- 
ful experience of ſuch Loyal Subjects, and fo 
hath our Preſent Gracious Soveraign had too. 
When a King is in proſperousCircumſtances, 
and able to reward. plentifully whatſoever 
Services are done him, there needs nothing 
but an eager defire of Wealth, or Honour, or 
both,to excite to the making a Mighty Shew 
of Loyalty. Butif he chance to be ſo Une 
fortunate, as that more is to be hoped for by 
21S deſerting 
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CORBY © SP 
deferting his Intereſt than. tleaving, to: it, there 
is the Tryal of 'true' Loyalty. . But, if chis 
Tryal happen (as God grant. it thay.never a- 
mong «s again): that! Subjedt who. is indned 
with this Principle; will-be ſtripe Rtark Na- 
ked of all-bis Erjoyments, and part wich his 
Heart-Blood to boot, | rather than forſake' or 
prove.' falſe to his Prince.'- And Abundance of 

| Brave Inſtances of' ſk a'Loyalty, God be 
thanked, We have known. - © | 
But he who will be Loyal no longer than 
he hath a Motive from Worldly Intereſt ſo:to 
be, is far from being 'Obedient to the Pre» 
ceptiin our Text, of Flonouring the King : And 
conſequently, is a mere Pretender to Loyalty, 
let him ſeem to value himſelf never ſo much 
upon it. He may be rewarded by the King , 
who knows not hearts,or inward Principles, as 
a Loyal Subje&, but he muſt expect no re- 
ward from the King of Kings. : 
Thirdly, I come to ſhew,rthat there is a neceſ- 
ſary Connexion between theſe T'wo, Fearing 
God and FJonouring the King. We find elſe where 
likewiſe theſe two joyned together, viz,byKing 
Solomon, Prov.24.21 . My Son fear thou theLord 
and the King , and meddle not with them that are 
given; 


 givents change 3 And.it fallows ; For their Ca- 

Lamity ſhall riſe - ſuddainly , and who knoweth the - 

ruin of them byth 2 Or-what ruin attends them, 

bath: from:God and; #he .King.. And what 

hath (bythe way) been more obſerved, than 

 thefulfilling of this Threatning upon Rebel- 
lious - People , and Traiterous Confpira-: 
i, 7 BR et ro Hans Ha: 

Now there is very great reaſon , why 
theſe two Precepts ſhould go hand in hand, 
Viz, Becaule there is a neceſſary Connexion be» 
tween the Duties enjoyned itn them, and chat 
a Mutual Connexion too. Sothat he cannot ho- 
nour the King that Fears not God ; and on the 0» 

. ther hand, he cannot Fear God, who Honours 
not the King. 

1. He who Fears nat God cannot Honour the 
King. I have ſhewn that to Honour the King 
as ſuch,is to Honour him as God's Repreſen- 
rative 5. But how ean he Honour the King as 
Repreſentating Ged in his Kingdom , who 
hath no due Reverence-for God Himſelf ? A- 
gain you heard, that to Honour the King,is to 
expreſs our Reverence by ſubmitting . co his 
Government,and obſerving his Laws from a 
Principle of Conſcience, and for God's. ſake. 

| | | Bur 


But:how can he who” Fears not God thus ſub- 
mit and be obedient to the King?  Who'can 
expect, that he ſhould obey'the Kings Laws, 
becauſe God hath *'commatided- him ,; 'who 
makes no Conſcience of living in diſobedi- 
ence to Gods own Laws? A man that is ſo void 
of the Fear of 'God , as to live inthe plain 
Breach of his -Holy Commandments , will 
make no bones, of breaking theKings Laws, 
when he thinks he may do it ſafely, and it 
makes for his Interef. This is {o evident-as 
to need no more words. Hog 

- Heagain that Hononrs not the King cannot 
be ſaid to Fear God. For as the Apoſtle faith, 
He that loveth him that begat , loveth bim alſo that 
is begotten of him. And, 1f we love not our Brother 
whom we have ſeen , how can we love God, whom 
Te have not ſeen? ſo he who Honoureth not the 
King who Reigneth by God, and hath his Au- 
thority from Him , doth not Honour or Fear 
Him by whom he Reigneth, and who hath 
given him his Authority. He who revereth 
not the Divine Authority which diſplayeth 
it ſelf in-Gods Yicegerents , will not revere it 
in God Himſelf. And the like is to be ſaid, 
as to Obedience to the Kings Laws, he who makes 

not 


A ENS. MC 
not Conſcience of obeying theſe , ſuppoling 
them not contrary to the Laws of God, wi 

not be obedient to Gods own Laws ; Becauſe 
it is a great Law:of God, that we ſhould o- 
bey ſuch Laws of our Kings. 

To make a ſhort Application of this paſt 
Diſcourſe ; As we would have our Profeſli- 
ons-of Loyalty believed to be ſyncere, ler 
us give theWorld a demonſtration thereof, by 
our Fearing of God. If we be Prophane and 
Wicked, though we may do ſome Externally 
Loyal AQtions, and: may be in ſome Inſtan- 
ces what the World calls Loyal, yet'tis ma- 
nifeſt from what hath been ſaid, that we are 
devoid of the true Principle of Loyalty,and 
may no more be called Loyal Men, than, in 
regard of our doing ſame Externally pious 
Actions, we may be called Godly men, 

Beſides :can People who live in the con- 
ſtant Tranſgreſſion of the Kings Laws, be 
{aid to be Loyal men ? Bur if we are Debau- 
.ched and Wicked, if we ſtick not at profa- 
ning the Name of the Great God: by Swea- 
ring, or can give our {elves leave to be Intem-+ 
perate Drinkers, or to commit Uncleanneſs, or 


the like ; we break our Kings Laws,as well as 
| | Gods. 


me 


-Gods:;:: Even tm Commandinents of thete 
are incorporated into:the Laws of our Coun- 
try; and {o,no doubt, would the texth have 
been too , butthat the Sin of * Covetouſueſs, be- 
ing a Sin of the heart, . falls not within the 
reach of Human Cognizance. Pretend we 
therefore to Honour the King as much as we 
_ pleaſe , if we live not Sober, Righteous: and 
Gedly Lives, we are in{yncere. in fuch a pre- 
tence. The Loyalty we brag of lyes bur'in 
a few Inſtances, and in theſe (I need not mind 
you again) we are not truly Loyal, as not'be- 
ing ſo from the true Principle : And therefore 
our Loyalty is by no means ſuch as his Majeſty 
can ſecurely truſtand confide in. King Daroid 
was very ſenſible , that thoſe who Fear not 
God,are not to be truſted as Faithful Subje&s:- 
For he ſaith,Pſal.101.5.&%. A froward heart 
ſhall depart from me , 1 will not know a wicked 
Perſon. Who Jo privily ſlandereth his Neighbour , 
bim will T cut off ; Him that bath a high look and a 
proud heart, will not T ſuffer. Mine Eyes ſhall be 
upon the Faithful of the Land, that they may dwell 
with me. He that walketh in a perfe& way, he ſhall 
ſerve me, &c., For God's ſake, what Security 
can we giveof our faithful Adherence to 
a God's 


 Saviqus and His Holy Apoſtles, than that 
*vis. our duty $0 lorpe,: that: 18, to be concerned 
for the Welfere and rv of ll Men, with- 
out exception: And Tis as evident, that we 
are obliged to love.our Fellew-Chriſtians in an 
higher degree than the reſt of the World ; 
and that, according as Chriſtians are more 
ox lels like to Chriſt, as alſo according to the 
more or fewer. Relations chey ſtand into us, 
"tis no lefs. evident, they ought to be ſharers 
in the degrees of our Love. | 

And what Duty is ſo often inculcated,ſo vi- 
gorgully urged, ſo paſſionately prefled, by 
gur Blefſed Lord and his Apoſtles, as this of 
Loving each other ? | 

Our Lord hath told us, That a new Conmand- + 
ment be bath given us, That we love one another, e- 
ven 46 He bath loved us : That is, atleaſt, that 
we love all Univerſally, as He did , and that 
in ſuch a degree as to taſt Death, the moſt ig- 
nominious and torturing Death , for every 
Man. And he makes this the great Mark and 
CharaRer of His true Diſciples. By this ſhall 
all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if you have 
love one to another. And. ſo defirous was He, 
that they ſhould not be defective in his _ 

D 2 0 


of Eove, that; among all the excellent Pe-' 
titions He put up for them , when He was 
upon leaving the World, John 17th. this is 
the only Grace He particslarly prays for in 
their behalf. v. 21ſt. Heprays, That they 
may be one,even as He and his Father are one. That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in 'me, and 
T in thee: That they may be United in Love and 
Aﬀefion , have one Heart and one Soul. And 
' the reaſon for which he deſires this , doth 
mightily recommend this Grace, That they al- 
| fo may be one in us, that the VVorld may believe that 
thou bait ſent me. In which words is implied, 
that Chriſtians loving-one another, would be a 
great Conviction to the World , of the truth 
and excellency of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And ſo it was in the fſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity ; when as Tertullian reporteth, it was a 
common ſaying among the Pagans, Ecce quam 
ſe diligunt Chriftiani ! Behold how theſe Chriſtians 
love one another ! Though almoſt ever ſince the 
three firſt Centuries, to our horrible reproach 
be it ſpoken, we have given them cauſe to cry 
out, Ecce quam ſe odio proſequuntur Chriſtiani ! 
Behold how theſe Chriſtians bate one another. 


But 
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God's Vicegerent in all his Circumſtances, if we 
are falſe and perfidious towards God Himſelf, 
and live in the Breach of that Solemn Vow, © 
we made in Baptiſm, and renew from time 
to time in the Lord's Supper ? viz; To forſake 
the Devil and all bis Works , the Pomps and Vani- 
ties of this wicked World , with all the Sinful de- 
fires of the Fleſh, ſo as not to follow, or be led by 
them. Whar Security can he give, that the 
Oath of Allegeance ſhall bind him faſt, who 
makes nothing of breaking ſo nuch ſtronger 
2 Cord? © | 

And therefore, -as we would have all to 
conclude , that we Honour the King, let all be 
fatisfyed by our Lives and Converſations, 
- that we Fear God © And let us Abominate ſuch 
Shameful Hypocriſy, as to pretend to Ho- 
noxr the King , whilſt we don't Fear God ; or. 
to Fear God, whilſt we Honour not the King. 


And ſo much for theſe two Precepts, Fea 
God, Honour the King. 

| now go back to that which precedes thele, 
viz. Love the Brotherhood ; or Love the Brethren. 
Now Men are our Brethren, either in a more 
larze or ſtrift Senſe. In. the moſt large _— | 
| D 's 


SO (183) 
of all, Men of all Nativar and Religiars,even 
Turks, Jews and Infidels, are our Brethren. That 
i5,as we have all oneGod for our Father. Have 
we dt all one Father, bath not. one God Created us 2 
faith the Prophet. Mal. 2. 10. And all Men 
are Brethren, as they proceed from one Stock, 
and have one Conmon-Nature. 

In a more firift ſence, all Chriſtians are Bre- 
thren : All that profeſs Faith in Chriſt; and: 
are Members of the Catholick Church, Thyſe- 
St. John calls the Brethren. And all the Mem- 
bers of a Particular Church, are Brethren in- 
a ſtricter ſenſe than that ; and in a ſtrifter- 
ſenſe than this (ro deſcend no lower) thoſe- 
Chriſtians are called Brethren, whoſe places. 
of Birth-and Habitation.ate ſo. near. together, 
as toftand in need of one anothers more im- 
mediate Aﬀiſtance ; and to be combined in-all- 
the fame intereſts. For inſtance; thoſe of the. 
fame-Town, City or County. 

Now , though by the Brotherhvod; which - 
in this place we are required-to-Love , beonly 
ro be-underſtood}Chriftians ; becauſe Brother-- 
hood is here diſtinguiſht from afl Men ;. Honour - 
ali Men, Love the Brotherhood. ©. Yet nothing- 
is 'moxe evident. from the Precepts of our 
Saviour . 
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That they would: prefer Friendſhip before all hu-' 
mane things :- So that , What ought tobe ſo co- 
veted, fo. carneltly purſued ? I lay, /o car-. 
neſtly purſued, for this Love of each other, ac- 
companied with the. Love of God, is that. 
which mainly conſtitutes. the. Heavenly State. 


_; (above, . 
All-that we know ((aith the Poet) the- Bleſſed do 
Is. that they Sing, -and that they Lowe. . 


Bur: Git being anold Maxim, Contraria jux- 
ta ſe poſita-magss tiuceſemit ) | cannot more En- 
dear Love and Friendfhip ro you, than .by- 
preſeming.you ficth {ome of the. moſt mil- 
chievous Effects and Conlequents of the con- 
traryVices , ill Will and Malice, Strife and Emm-- 
lation;Fc. | | 

1.. I will mind you of ſome of: thole, by- 
which the. Community \nuſt needs greatly Sut- 
One. is, Wicked Partislity. What Mofes ſaith - 


of.a Gift or Bride; is every:whit as true of 1- - 

will, emulation, &c. viz. Tt blindeth the Eyes of the - 

Wife, aud per verteth the Judgment:-of the Righte- £ 
| 0 


HAs.: . 


itin the Jae Book, his requelt.to his Friends; . 


——_— 


045.Nothing is more natural to. men, that-are 
at variance and fſtrite,than to Saint all on their 
own ſide, and to. Reprobate their Adverſaries ; 
and when they have ſo' done , no wonder if 
they ſee no Sin 1n thoſe, and deal with theſe in 
this World, as they wickedly preſume, God 
Almighty will deal with chem in the other. 
And whatſoever Furious People will Own, 'tis 
_ too likely that moſt of them think, that God is 
a Being like themſelves, and ſaves and damns 
men, not by fixed and ſtanding Laws, but by 
mere Will and Power. 2% 

' Again, This Strife and ill Will, &c.deſtroys 
all the Comfort and Pleaſure of Convent 
tion. And that as they engage the Company. 
in Siding againſt one another} and in wrath- 
ful diſputing, when they meet together for 
mutual Enjoyment ; And allo as they cauſe 
Fear, and jealous Miſtruſt, and ſo deſtroy all 
Freedom in Converſe. 

Again , when this i Will , Emulation and 
Strife, &c. come to be between great Nume- 
bers; they have a; moſt miſchievous Influ- 
ence upon the Government. Nothing makes 
men ſo ungovernable. And therefore, Traiterous, 

Heady and High-minded,do well follow, Falſe 


Accuſers, 


| * But to proceed, our Lord's Beloved Diſciple 
thought he couldenever ſpeak. highly enough, 
of this Grace of Love © For he makes it the ve- 
ry Defmition of God bimſclf.He tells us, That Love 
is of ' God, and every one that loveth is born of God, 
and knowcth God. And we know , ſaith he, 
that we are paſſed from Death to Life , becauſe we 
love the Brethren, And that, He that - loveth 
not his Brother ebideth in Death 3 or, he is a wick- 
edVretch, and that, He who hateth his Brother is 
a Murtherer. | ; 
Nor is St. Paul wanting in prefling this du- 
ty of Lerve. Owe, faith he, no Man anything 
but to love one another; For be that loveth another, 
bath bo the Law : Or, this is that Perfe- 
ion of the Law which Chriſt requires. And 
he ſhews in the following words, that the 
| Whole ſecond Table is herein implyed. And 
(in ſhort) the ſame Apoſtle preferreth Chari- 
tyto all Accompliſhments and Endowments 
whatſoever : Tothe ſpeaking with the Tongues 
of Men and Angels - To gifts of Prophecy and 
Underſtanding all MyFeries : To all Faith, e- 
ven the Faith of Miracles, nay to the greateſt 
Zeal, ſuch a Zeal as will carry a Man, evycri 


to the Stake. And he ſhewerth that Charity is 
| lo 
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they are none of them. woub: ang thing”, or 


will avail in the. leaſt, without Charity, 1 Car. 
1 3th. Chap. Much more. might be added; te 
 ſhew what mighty weight. is laid upon this 
duty of loving one . another : But ic ſufficiencly 
appears by this little char hath been laid, _ 
| have told you what our Bleſſed Saview 
(the ſtupendious example and pattern of love) 
and what twe of His Apoiles, fay of it. I 
. might add, thac there is no one thing where- 
in Mankind dy» more Univerſally agsee, than 
in.the beneficialneſs of. Love and Friendſhip , 
both to ſingle Perſous and Communities, Thar 
.excellear Heathen Cicero, ia his Lulixs tells us, 
Thar although meny do contemn Vertue it ſelf, aud 
.others eſpife Riches and Honours, yet, de Amicitia 
omanes ad unum idem fentiunt;the whole World 
.to « Man, hath the ſelf ſame opinion of Love and 
Friendſhip , That is, of the excellency and the 
neceſſu thereof,ro the happineſs of Mankind. 
And before theſe words, he laich, "That they 
ſeem to pluck the Sun out of the Firmament, who rob 
bumane Life of Love and Friendſhip ; than which 
Þe receive nothing from the Immnortsl Gods, that's 
 moreexcellent or more pleaſant. And he makes 
it 


Accuſers, Tncontinent, Fierce; 2"Tim. 3.3; I6isnot 
poſlible that theGoyvernment ſhould carry- ir, 
with ſuch an Even and Steady hand; as notto 
favouF one fide' more than' the other?” tioris ir 
indeed fit it ſhould ; becauſe it bardly ever 
ſo kappens that one part: hath no more right 
' on it's ide, tharithe Oppoſite: "And it would 
be Strange too, if both ſhould be' equally 
guilty of 'Injuſtice and Tranſgresfing the Laws. 
Now. nothing is more natural, than for men 
of Wrath and Fury; to take high offence ar 
thoſe, who arc inthe leaſt fiyonrable towards 
their Adverfaries ; eſpecially if they; perceive 
them, to be one jot more in theirifayour than 
themſelves. And1 think they are-fat more apt 
to take this heighnoufly* at "their Governowrs 
hands, than at their fellow-SnbjeFs : Becauſe 
they always on each fide peetens, to be oſt 
faithful to 'the intereſt. of the Governmear. 
Now when once offence ts taken at the Go- 
- vernmÞtnt , whilſt People are ſo generally 
ated by Intereft, much more than by Princi- 
ples 'of ' Religion and Conſcience, T need nor fay 
rhar, theGovernment can beno-longet ſecure 
from open Violence,or private Confpiracies, 
than till the offended Party grows ſtrong e- 

h | nough 


ME T: 
| nough,;tohope for Succeſs... Oh how. {ad ; 
Feeling, haye-we of. this:Nation bad, of the 
Truth of this! i 7 ah 3VG Drs as P0030 tt: by 
Moxeover chisevil Spigit, when 'ris gotten 
into Secieties, tendeth mightily ro the Debau- 
ching of them. . This ix doth, as it takes men 
f,from following the Buſineſs of their Cal 
lings;; as-it makes them. Jdle and Gadders about. 
The Heads of thoſe who are engaged in 
Strife and Contention,are too much beated, to 
mind, .a484bey ſhquld, do., 'Serjous Buſineſs. 
Ang thereforethey commonly.cmploy them- 
ſelves, as the Athenians did , who ſpent their 
time in nothing elſe, than to tell or to bear, ſome new 
thing.  V Vhea they ſhould be in their Shops, 
and about their ; xecafſary, Aﬀairs, you may 
find them in the Coffee-Howſes ,. or in the Ta- 


? 


wverns, Caballing t er:, And as in the 


one they fpend many previous hours, one while 
in.coain' prating ', and another while in Seditious 
Talking,or Unchriftian Cenſurmg, Railmg and 
Revilmg ; Sointhe other,in adding to theſe and 
the like Immoralities, Exceſsive Drinking ; which 
I need nottell yougdraweth after it other vici- 
_ eusand led Pratices.l add alſo, that by this 
means 'they become great Sufferers in their 

; | Fortunes 
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gas C27.) 
Fortmnes,and Abundatice' Break ard' rat-ous of 
all, and bring themſelves and Families, roa 
Morſel-of Bread.  VVhat a number of fad 
Inftances of the : Truth of this, | have we of 
| late years bad inthis City - 
' And laſtly, Strife and Variance, if not 
timely abandoned, brings upon that XKingdem, 
| Cityor other Society, utter Rwnand Deſolation. 
'This'our Lord Himfelf hath told us, Mar. 12. 
25. Every Kingdom divided againft it ſelf , is 
bronght to doſolation 5 and every Houſe divided a- 
gainſt it felf, tannot ſtand. And lie intimates 
ro us in the following words, thar the Devils 
are ſo wiſe, as to de aware of this ; and there- 
fore will agree together , as natural as Malice 
and Contention are,'to them , and as great 
pleaſure as' they take, in'imbittering Mens 
Spirits towards ane another. There are in- 
numerable inſtances of the truth of that ſay- 
 irig of our Bleſſed Lord ; and the mpnoace 
of thoſe to whom He ſpake it, found it 
Verifyed, within about half an Age after, 
with a Vengeance. The horrible Fends thar 
were in Jeruſalem; did the Romans buſineſs to 
their hands,and' brought them under a Fatal 
Neceflity, of a total Deſtruction and Deſola- 
tion. Again , E-2 2. AS 


i Ca » 
As the Community 1 wa needs Suffer thus 

a ch iy of thoſe- Vices that are Oppo- 
fire to. Love,” fo arethey; the heavieſt'Plague 
to, thoſe Particalar:Perlony',., in whom they 
| reign, that can befal;chem.-; But-che- time 
* will ſuffer. me, to fay bur a very little torthis 
Argument. . In ſhort-cherefore- thus... |... 

Malice, Revenge and Fury;c7c. are. migh- 
ily, Uneaſy and Refleſs Vices they are.a ve- 
ry Hell to him in whom the | dwell. They | 
give not'ſo mnch trouble and-vexation to 0- 


thers, but thar they give more to thoſe men 

ves, who. entertain-and gratify theſe. 
- Lufts, All corrupt Appetites whatſoever are 
of a Tormenting-nature, bur 'tis moſt eſpecial- 


ly-true of' them in whom the Spirit of ul will is 
ound,. that They are. like the troubled Sea which 

cannot. reſt whoſe waters Caſt up Mire and Dirt. 
arthermore, is. the true Spitic, and 

Temper. of the Devil.” S.James ;ſaith, Chap.3s 
15:1} Je have: bitter -- Enrvying. and, Strife in Jour. 
hearts, Glory not and Lye not againſt the Truth; this 
Wiſdom defcendeth not from above, but is Earthy,Sen- 
ſual; Dervilhſh. "The Phariſees. who were .a- 
edby this Spirit,,. our Saviour.calls the De- 
al's Children, Te are, Gaich he , of your Father 
the 


HOUR... _ 
the Dervil, and the Works of your Father, -ye will 
do ; he was a Murtherer from the beginning, 8c. 
In this, ſaith S. John, the Children of God are ma- 
nife#t, *and the Children of the Decoil ; be that doth 
not righteouſneſs is not of God, neither he. that lo-v- 
eth not his Brotber.Or the man who is guilty of 
this inſtance of Unrighteouſneſs, Hating his 
Brother ,: is-in a moreeſpecial manaer the Child 
of the Devil, No man doth Reſemble him 
{o exactly, as doth this man.. And Envious 
and Malicious Kain is laid by the ſame Apa» 
ſle,.to be of that wicked one, of his Spirit and 
Temper, asif he were his Natural Off-ſpring, 
and Begotten of the Dervil. | 
Conſequently, This Spirit and Temper 
| ſers:2us'at the greateſt - diſtance imaginable from 
God, who is 'a moſt Kind, Gratious and Be- 
nign Being - Whoſe tender mercies are orver all bis 
works. ' Whois a Being- moſt Placable and Re- 
concileable towards Repenting' Sinners : A Be- 
ing of Wonderful Patience and Long-Suffering, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to Repentance . ' 4 Being: that 'confiders our 
Frame', and remembers that "we areduſt ; and is 
Compaſſionate in all Caſes that areCompaſſi- 
onable. 


And , 
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.And;Laftly, "Tis apparent from the fore- 


_ going Account, that rhis Spirit of Malice and 
Revenge,cc.puts men into'the' Helkfh Stare, 

and completely qualifies them, for the Place cal- 

led Hell, and the Company thereof, and for the 
worſt of Campany there, the Devil and bis An- 
gels, for whom Hell was originally prepared. 
| ASoul deſtiemte of Lowe, and fraught with 
the Contrery Qualities, when it goes out of 
this Body, will be preft down by them into 
the bottomleſs Pit : "T'wilt as naturally fink 
down thither, as the:Stone, 'or any Heavy Bo- 
dy; fall; to the Ground. Hell isthe very 
| Center of all ſuch Sauls:; 


And therefore what remains, . but that we 
Hate this Malign Spirit, as we Hate the De- 
evil ; and that we Shan it, as we would do 
Hell.ix (elf. As alſo that we make it the Chief 
Buſineſs of our Lives , to get our ſelves in- 
tirely poſſeſſed, of the Godlike Spirit of | 
Love ; of that Wiſdom which is from above, which 
is firſt Pure, then Peaceable, Gentle and Eaſy to be 
Entreated, full of Mercy and:Good Fruits, without 
Partiality,and without Hypocriſy. 


Bur 
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Ibjetted, are we obliged ©o 
be. United in, Love and Friendſhip-, with 
thoſe who. are.. Enemies to all Uyty 5 who do 
all they can to Encourage Faction and Sediti- 
on in the State, and Schiſm in the Church ; and 
| are Enemies both to our Eccleſiaſtical and Ci- 


il Government ? 


Hereto I Anſwer, 


1. If we could all beperſwaded to love 
one anotber., , we ſhould. have no. ſuch Offen- 
ders as pat i among us. . All true Love and 
Unity hath its foundation . (as I ſhewed true - 
Loyalty hath) in the Fear of God: And where 
that is (as I ſhewed too) there will be Sub- 
miſſion tothe Higher Powers. The Com- 
binations of 'Traiterous, Fattions and: Schiſma- 
tical Perſons (and indeed of all wicked Men 
whatſoever) is, as the Father ſaith, Conſpirs- 
tio non Unitas, A Conſpiracy not an Unity. © But 
| becauſe we cannot expect in this Depraved 
State of Mankind, that. ſo much as the Mas 
jor part ſhould be indued with the Principle 
of Love, I anſwer, | 


2. That 


. --:+- That there is a twofold Love, a'Love of 
 Complacency,” and of -rhere:Godd-will. -* Now as 
to the love of Complacency, 'that-cannotbe be-- 
eween Perſons of unlike Spirits and Tempers; 
they cannot take delight in'one another. A-Man 
of Loyal Principle and Pradtices,- can take no. 
delight in a Man of Difloyal ones; nor-can 
any good Man take delight in a wicked Man , 
nor ought he ſo todo, if he could. But then 
we ought ſtill to: retain the love of good-will 
for ſath ;- we" ought inthis-ſenfe co love their 
Perſons, whilft we hate 'their> Principles 'arid 
Prafices. And we'ought to expreſs our good- 
will to their Perſons by pitying them, - and pray- 
ing for them, - and uſing all: endeevours to 
reclaim them: - We: ought” ( as-the Apo- 
ſtle adviſeth )- with meekneſs to infiruft thoſe 
_ that oppoſs- themſelves ,; ifs God peradventure will 
give them Repentance ," to the acknowledging of 
the truth." And when: there is a neceſſity of 
exerciſing Severity, it ſhould -ne-vcy proceed 
from a Principle of Revenge ;- but the deſign - 
thereof 'ought' always- to-be, the' Preſervation 
of the Gorvernment, and the Reformation roo of 
the Offenders, when their puniſhment is not 
Capital, So that in ne caſe whatſoever _ 
: an 


aa PTY NE 
and Revenge, Wrath and Fury may take place 
among us. And all Men whatſoever ſhould 
be Objects, either; of our Love of Delight, 
or of Good-will.. | 


highly Praiſe-worthy ones, viz, Who of us 
ſhall give the beft demonſtration co the 
world, of his Fearmg God and Honouring our 
King (or of Honouring our King, from the 
true principle of Fearing God) and of fimcere 
Zeal for the intereft of the Government. Who of 


us ſhall be moſt concerned for the Religionof our 

emily Apoſtolick Church, in oppoſition to beth irs 
Adverſaries , Popery on the anz Hand, arid 
Fanaticiſm, under all forms, onthe other. And 

who of us ſhall moſt” bate medling with either of 

thafe Extremes, who would fain change our Govern- 

ment, whether Civil or Feclſualtical 2 gh 

. *Aword or two more, and I will no lon- 

ger Treſpaſs upon your Patience. We have 

a Country, I think, take it altogether , not 
inferiour (to fpeak modeſtly) to any ons in Fn- 

gland , both tot Riches and Pleaſure; and a 
Country that is Honoured with Inhabirants 

of ' Great worth and Great Quality, equally with 

moſt in England. She hath indeed but a few 

of 'the Nobility, but, among theſe, She can 

His Grace boaſt of one Family of Teo very Higheſt 
of Beau Rank of Nobles. | 
HY And I can't but take notice farther, of the 
Honour which ſome would have to be done 
ourCountry,by anAntientPro-verh, the like to 
which,no other place | ever heard of can lay 

claim to, except Heaven it ſelf: Namely this, 

As ſure as Ged us in Glouceſter-ſhire Our Coun- 

try's fo abounding heretofore with Religious 
Houſes, hatli been thought (as Dr. Fuller, and 


ethers 


5 
* 


others lay) to be the occaſion of this Proverb. 
| But though thoſe Houſes have been long gone = 
(which we have no cauſe to be ſorry for, ex- 
cept their Religion were better than it was) 1 
could be content we might never loſe our 
Proverb; on condition that it may never for 
the future be prophanely uſed, as alas now it 
is 3 and that this, for the time to come , ma 
be the ground of it, viz, That Glouceſter-ſhire 
abounds, above all other Countries , with 
Love and Friendſhip. Then there may be 
a defence made for fuch a Proverb as this : For 
though God be every where , yet is He moſt 
eſpecially, and prculiarly,. preſent there where 
Love reigneth 5, For' God is Love, and thoſe that 
dwell in Love, dwell m God, and God in them: As 
- St. Jobn aſſures us. "My upon ſo Bleſſed an 
Account as this , Let this Proverb (ſo it be 
never, as I ſaid, for the future , prophanely or 
irreverendly uſed) to all Generations be con- 
tinued. | 


THEE ND. 
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ERRAT A. 
Page 1. 1. 10. read no more. Page 13. 1. 21. read Reproſemting. 
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